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PREFACE 
THE earliest gravestones in Boston's burying-grounds were Cl1t from native greell stone, but it was not long before 
this material was rep laced by slate imported from Wales . The use of this slate, which had at least two prime 
qualities,- it was admirably suited for the stone cutter's work, and it was practically unaffected by weather and time,-
continued, with few exceptions, until the beginning of the nineteenth century, when American slat~ marble, sandstone 
and granite took its p lace. 
LIST OF PLATES 
I. 1653. SAML'EL DANFORTH ROXBURY. 
This stone, the oldest illustrated herein, and one of the most ancient known in New England, was placed in 
memory 'of the first born child of the Rev. Samuel Danforth, colleague of the apostle Eliot, Danforth's wife 
was Mary, daughter of the Rev'. John 'Nilson. 
r-' 
2 . 16.53' ANN ERINTON CAMBRIDGE. 
This stone is in the burying ground adjoining Christ Church. Little is known of the woman whos~ grave it 
marks. 
3· 1658. WILLIAM PADDY KING'S CHAPEL. 
Paddy came from Southa'mpton in the "James," in 1635, and became a prominent citizen of Boston. His 
gravestone was dug up near the Old State House in 1830 and restored to King's Chapel ground. Note the 
inscripti on on the back of the stone. 
4. 1661. DAVID Copp COPP'S HILL. 
This, the oldest stone in Copp's Hill, is over the grave of an infant grandson of William Copp, whose name 
was given to this burial place. 
1666. NICHOLAS UPSALL Copp's HILL. 
He came with Winthrop's fleet in 1630. A man of note in early Boston and host of the Red Lion Inn. His 
kindness toward the ~lakers caused his banishment to Rhode Island, where he remained six years, returning 
after Governor Endicott's rule had ceased. Longfellow makes him one of the characters in his" New England 
Tragedies," and he appears in Whittier's poem" The King's Missive." 
5. 1661. MAJOR GENERAL HUMPHREY ATHERTON DORCHESTER. 
He arrived in Boston from Bristol , England, in 1635, and became eminent in the colony. serving as selectman 
and representative and in other offices. Noted for his hraveryand success in dealing with the Indians, he rose 
to the position of Major General, but . while returning from a review of his troops on the Common he was 
thrown from his horse and killed. Beneath the representation of a sword on his tomb is the following epitaph: 
6. 1666. ELIZABETH GILL 
7. 1666. ELIZABETH NEAL 
8. 1674. SARAH LONG 
Heare Iyes OUT Captaine and Major of Suffolk w'as with all 
A Godly Magistrate was he and Major Generall 
Two troups of hors with hime here came such worth his love did crave' 
Ten companyes of foot also mourning march to his grave 
Let all that read be sure to keep the faith as he hath don 
With Christ he livs now crownd his name was HumpTY Atherton 
He dyed the 16 of September 1661 
She was a daughter of Lieut. Joshua Tidd. 
9. 1676. JOHN CUTLER 
10. 1676. MARY FOWLE 
COPP'S HILL. 
GRANARY. 
CHARLESTOWN. 
CHARLESTOWN. 
CHARLESTOWN. 
I I. 1676. CAPTAIN THOMAS LAKE Copp's HILL. 
Merchant, Selectman and Commander of the Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company, In 1654 he hought 
from John Richards half of Arrowsic Island in the Kennebec River, where for many years he had a trading 
house. Near there he was killed by the Indians in 1676. It is said that the bullets taken from his body were 
melted and then poured into the slit seen in the stone. 
1679. SARAH LEVERETT KI:-IG'S CHAPEL. 
She was the wife of Hudson Leverett, son of Governor Leverett, ansi her son, John Leverett, became President 
of Harvard College. 
12. 1678. JOSEPH TAPPING KING'S CHAPEL. 
One of the most elaborately carved gravestones in Boston. Time, with scythe and hourglass, is seen behind 
Death, who holds a dart in his left hand and with his right puts out the candle standing on a globe. 
13· 1680. RICHARD KETTELL CHARLESTOWN. 
One of the early settlers. His name appears in the town order creating a board of selectmen, Feb. 10, 1634-35'. 
1680. PHINEAS PRATT CHARLESTOWN. 
One of the company sent here in Ifi22 by Thomas Weston, a· London merchant, which settled at Weymouth, but 
came to an unfortunate' end. Pratt's narrative of the expeditiort has been printed by the Massachusetts 
Historical Society. It was Pratt who warned the Plymouth people of the threatened distruction of their colony 
and of the Weymouth settlers by the Indians in the winter of 1623, which was averted by the prompt action 
of Miles Standish. In 1662 the General Court of Massachusetts granted Pratt three hnndred acres of land. 
He is spoken of in Winslow's" Relation," and Morton's" Memorial," and by Increase Mather, Hubbard and 
others. 
15. 1681. JOHN FOSTER DORCHESTER. 
Boston's first printer, John Foster, graduated at Harvard in 1667 and for a time taught school in Dorchester. 
In I67S he opened the earliest printing shop in Boston, the first book bearing his imprint being Increase 
Mather's sermon, "The Wicked Man's Portion." Foster made, calculated and published several Almanacs and 
executed some engravings. He died at the early age of 32 or 33 years and in his will expressed a desire to 
have a handsome gravestone. Some months before his death Increase Mather apostrophizes Foster in a Latin 
couplet and Foster IS supposed to reply in another couplet, also in Latin; and these lines appear on the headstone 
under the usual inscription, opposite their initials . A translation is given here. 
On his footstone is 
"Living, thou stlldicst the stars; dying, mayst thou, Foster, I pray, 
mount above the skies, and learn to measure the highest heaven. 
1 measured it, and it is mine; the Lord] esus has bought it for me: 
nor am I held to pay aught, for it but thanks." 
"Skill was his cash." 
16. 168[. MAJOR THOMAS SAVAGE KING'S CHAPEL. 
Coming to Boston in the" Planter," in 1635, Savage, who was a tailor, married a daughter of Anne Hutchinson 
and became eminent in the affairs of the Colony, both as a legislator and a soldier. He ·was prominent in the 
Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company for many years and distinguished himself in King Philip's War. 
His tombstone bears the Savage arms, with six lions rampant, and its epitaph is remarkable for brevity and 
entire absence of eulogy. His estate inventoried nearly £3500. 
17. 1683. BENJAMIN HILLS GRANARY . 
[8. 16qr. JOHN GROSVENOR ROXBURY. 
Grosvenor, it is said, was connected with the noble family of which the present Duke of Westminster is the 
head. The coat of arms on the headstone is the same in some details as that borne by the Duke. 
19. 1692. WILLIAM DICKSON CAMBRIDGE. 
20. 1693. JACOB ELIOT GRANARY. 
Deacon Eliot, "one of the first born in Boston," was a nephew of "the Apostle to the Indians." He was 
among the founders of the Old South Church. Judge Sewall called Eliot, "one of the best and most 
respectfull Friends I had in the world." 
2!. 1695. GRACE B'ERRY Copp's HILL. 
The date on this richly carved headstone with its coat of arms appears to be 1625, but it was doubtless altered 
from 1695 by some mischievous boy. 
22 . 1695. HENRY ALLEN 
1775. WILLIAM EVANS 
23. 1697. RUTH CARTER 
The two skeletons on this stone are remarkably fine examples of the stone-cutter's art. 
24. 1703. DEANE WINTHROP 
This stone marks the grave of Deane, the youngest son of Governor Winthrop. 
GRANARY. 
GRANARY. 
GRANARY. 
REVERE. 
25. 1704. ELIZABETH PAIN KING's CHAPEL. 
It has been conjectured that this stone is the one spoken of by Hawthorne in the closing lines of "The 
Scarlet Letter." 
26. 1705. THADDEUS MACCARTY KING's CHAPEL. 
He was one of the founders of · King's Chapel 
1707. JOANNA WINSHIP CAMBRIDGE. 
" 
27· 1714. MARY Rous CHARLESTOWN. 
28 1714 . BENJAMIN THOMPSON ROXBURY. 
Benjamin Thompson (or Tompson) has been ca\led "the earliest native AmeJ"ican poet." His chief prouuction, 
entitled .• New England's Crisis," has King Philip's War for its subject. 
29. 1718. GEORGE VVORTHYLAKE Copp's HILL. 
Worthylake, the first keeper of Boston Light, was dl;owned, together with his wife and daughter, while sailing 
up to town on November 3, 1718. YOllng Benjamin Franklin , then but twelve years old, composed and printeu 
a ballad, entitled" The Lighthouse Tragedy," on this sad event. 
30. 1719. HOPESTILl. CLAPP DORCHESTER. 
In the background of this print appears the stately tomb of Governor William Stollghton. 
31. 1728. SAMUEL ADAMS KING'S CHAPEL. 
32. 1728 . BENJAMIN V{OODBRIDGE GRANARY. 
Young Woodbridge was killed in a duel on Boston Common. His opponent was Henry Phillips and the 
encounter took place near the Powder Hou se, on the evening of July 3, 1728, the weapons being swords. 
Oliver vVendell Holmes, in ., The Autocrat of the Breakfast Table," says .. Let us have one look at poor 
Benjamin's grave, said 1. His bones lie where his body was laid so long ago, and where the stone says they 
lie, which is more than can be said of most of the tenants of this and several other burial grounds. The 
most accursed act of vandalism committed within my knowledge was the uprooting of the ancient gravestones 
in three at least of our city burial grounds, and one at least just outside the city, and planting them in rows 
to suit the taste for symmetry of the perpetrators." 
33. 1732 . JAMES FOSTER DORCHES~ER. 
Copp's HILL. 
WATERTOWN. 
34. 1747. EDWARD RICHARDS 
35. 1754· BENONI COOLIDGE 
36. 1761. ELIZABETH PHILLIPS CHARLESTOWN. 
Some mischievous person altered the figures on this stone so as to make it appear that Mrs. Phillips assisted 
at the birth of 130,000 children, instead of 3,000. 
37· 1763. JAMES FOSTER DORCHESTER. 
The head on thi s stone is apparently an attempt at a likeness of the deceased. 
38. 1768. RICHARD JENNYS GRANARY. 
39. 1769. DANIEL MALCOM COPP'S HILL. 
Captain Malcom's gravestone shows the marks of some bullets fired at it by British soldiers. 
40. 1774. SHEM DROWNE Copp's HILL. 
D eacon Drowne made the Indian vane on the Province House and the Grasshopper vane on Faneui! Hall. 
41. 1775. SETH HASTINGS 
1777. NATHANIEL HURD 
Hurd, who was a skilled engraver, m ade many bookplates, including one for Harvaru College. 
hi s portrait. 
43. 1778 • ENOCH HOPKINS 
44. 1780. JABEZ SMITH 
45. 1789. SARAH WILLIAMS 
Another example of a gravestone bearin g a portrait of the uepartcd one. 
46. 1792. CHRISTIAN HIGGINS 
1793. JAMES FOSTER 
CAMBRIDGE. 
GRANARY. 
Copley painted 
COPP'S HILL. 
GRANARY. 
REVERE. 
GRANARY. 
KING's CHAPEL. 
1799. ELIZABETH BLAIKMAN 
The head seen between the two eagles , (the only 
perhaps intended for a portrait of the deceased. 
DORCHESTER. 
stone known to the compiler which bears these birds.) is 
49· 1800. THOMAS SEWARD COPP'S HILL . 
Major Seward was a soldier of the R evolution . His gravestone shows a cinerary urn resting on a cannon flanked 
by a pile of cannon balls and a setting sun. 
50. 1807. HENRY ROBEY Copp's HILL. 
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